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Georgia Conservation Voters (GCV) exists to accomplish a three-
part mission: to elect conservation-minded leaders to the
General Assembly; to hold elected officials accountable for how
well they work to protect and restore Georgia’s environment; and
to educate both legislators and voters on environmental issues.
GCV presents this 2005-2006 Environmental Scorecard to 
provide objective and factual information about the votes of
Georgia’s legislators on conservation issues.              

We wish to acknowledge our environmental champions whose
leadership and values continue to protect Georgia’s natural 
heritage.  We would also like to thank our legislative partners
who help us carry out our work at the Capitol.     
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The 2005 Session had an unique energy to it; it was the first session in Georgia’s History in over 100 years in which
the Republican Party controlled both chambers. The power shift and consequent change in political and lobbying
dynamics were a rejoinder for some, painful for others. For the environmental community, blocking bad bills was a
top priority. The 2005 Session introduced three specific anti-environmental bills that we soundly celebrated 
defeating. SB 5, the public-private partnership eminent domain abuse bill, was withdrawn by its sponsor under a
storm of criticism from around the state. HB 218, the economic development secrecy act, was tabled in the Senate.
SB 190, the end of citizen appeals of EPD permits, was amended to protect the due process and private property
rights of Georgians faced with proposed landfills and power plants in their communities. An important victory came
with a good bill, HB 98, the Governor’s land conservation act that gave $100 million to land protection efforts.

The 2006 Session was equally energized. With new staff on board, GCV was able to broaden our involvement in the
legislative session and in the coalition efforts that unfolded there. While most of the legislative battles took place
behind the scenes, the conservation community celebrated a few impressive victories from the ropes at the Capitol.
None was more exciting for the conservation community than the defeat of SB 510, the Stream Buffer Bill.
Sponsored by Sen. Chip Pearson, the conservation community opposed SB 510 from its introduction. Poised to allow
the building of homes within stream buffers protecting drinking water reservoirs, the bill was fought on every level –
from Senate subcommittee, to full committee, to Rules to the floor, and then again in the House. It came up for a
vote in the House late in the day on Sine Die - the last day of the Session - after its anticipation for 5 days by the
environmental lobby. Its sound defeat, 30-139, was a major bi-partisan victory, protected clean drinking water in
Georgia. Another major victory was on HB 1097, the billboards bill, when twice – in both the House and the Senate
– the conservation community, alongside the Garden Club ladies, successfully struck sections of the bill that would
allow billboard owners to cut a limitless number of trees around their signs, including trees on state-owned property. 

As an organization, our mission is to protect Georgia’s natural landscape by changing its political landscape. To
achieve that mission we must defeat bills that would foul our streams and impair the air we breathe. We must fight
to pass bills that strengthen enforcement of the environmental regulations already on the books. We must 
encourage our elected officials to be environmental champions and we must inform the public of a legislators’ 
commitment, or lack of commitment, to our natural heritage. GCV encourages you to study the Scorecard and 
educate yourself on the bills and the performance of your legislators. If you like what you see, contact them and tell
them that they are serving you well. If not, contact them and encourage them to serve you better. And as always,
let us know how we can keep you better informed. Please visit our website at www.gavoters.com.

Thank you for your involvement in GCV,

Jason S. Rooks, Executive Director

A MESSAGE FROM THEExecutive
Director



DDeeaaddhheeaadd  llooggggiinngg
SSBB  228833, introduced by Senator John Bulloch, pro-

vided for the Department of Natural Resources to
establish a program to authorize deadhead logging
operations in the Altamaha and Flint Rivers.
Deadhead logs are logs that were commercially har-
vested from Georgia forests during the nineteenth or
twentieth century and that sank while being floated to
mill or market, or that were intentionally sunk for stor-
age.  This process of exhuming these logs can have a
high negative impact on ecosystems and the river.
This vote was on the passage of the bill, authorizing
deadhead logging in the Altamaha and Flint Rivers.
The bill passed the House 90-76.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhee  bbiillll..

EEccoonnoommiicc  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  SSeeccrreeccyy
Introduced by Representative Ron Stephens, HHBB

221188 aimed to deal with the intense competition
between communities for economic development.
This bill would have prevented public knowledge of
government negotiations with companies until after
crucial decisions had been made.  Concerns over this
bill included the potential to undercut the principles of
open government by exempting from public disclosure
all records, agreements, impact assessments, etc.
about a project labeled as economic development. HB
218 threatened to erode citizens’ input into how their
tax money is directed and how their communities are
governed.  The bill passed the House 118-52; howev-
er it failed to reach the Senate floor for a vote.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..    

GGeeoorrggiiaa  LLaanndd  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  PPllaann
The Land Conservation Plan, HHBB  9988, was intro-

duced by Representative Rich Golick in a multi-tiered
approach to conserve greenspace in Georgia.  The act

provided for the creation of the Georgia Land
Conservation Council, the Georgia Land Conservation
Trust Fund, and the Georgia Land Conservation
Revolving Loan Fund.  The bill passed the House
unanimously, 174-0.  It went on to pass the Senate.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..    

GGeeoorrggiiaa  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  TTaaxx  CCrreeddiitt
HHBB  11110077, widely known as the Land

Conservation Tax Credit, was introduced by
Representative Jay Roberts.  This popular bill, one of
four bills on GCV’s legislative agenda, was written in
accordance with the Land Conservation Act (HB 98) of
2005.  The Conservation Tax Credit provided for a
25% state income tax credit, up to $250,000 for indi-
viduals and $500,000 for corporations, who place
their land in a permanent conservation easement or a
qualified donation to state, county or municipal gov-
ernments, or a charitable nonprofit organization.  This
bill slid through the House with a vote of 156-0.  

House
VOTES INTRO
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It also passed in the Senate.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..

BBiillllbbooaarrddss,,  TTrreeeess,,  aanndd  HHiigghhwwaayy  BBeeaauuttiiffiiccaattiioonn  
HHBB  11009977 was introduced by Representative Tom

McCall and pertained to the regulation of several
aspects of highway billboard signage. The bill mostly
dealt with billboard content legalities.  However, two
threatening clauses were tucked into Section 5 of the
bill that the conservation community, led by the
Garden Club of Georgia, strongly opposed.  Section 5
would allow billboard owners to cut a limitless num-
ber of trees around their signs, including trees on
state-owned property. This same section would also
remove current fees for tree removal - those funds
contribute to beautification of Georgia’s highways.
The proposed amendment would have prevented the
striking of Section 5 from the bill. The amendment
failed with a vote of 74-89.  The bill went on to pass
both the House and the Senate.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee,,  ttoo  nnoott  ppaassss  aann
aammeennddmmeenntt  tthhaatt    wwoouulldd  ssttoopp  tthhee  ssttrriikkee  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn  55..    

IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  DDiissttrriiccttss
HHBB  11332233  was a complex bill that provided for a

comprehensive program for the creation of infrastruc-
ture development districts.  These development dis-
tricts are popular in Florida and have resulted in carv-
ing much of the landscape into enormous subdivi-
sions; complete with schools, businesses, and auton-
omy.  Concern over this bill centered on its provision
for a board comprised of developers to administer
these districts.  Further, there were provisions allow-
ing this board to levy taxes, fees, and assessments.
The bill gave developers the right to tax like local gov-
ernments.  Additionally, it would further complicate
the layers of authority that already slow decision-mak-
ing processes in Georgia.  It was presented by
Representative Larry O’Neal.  The bill passed the

House 121-37 but never made it to a floor vote in the
Senate.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..

SSttrreeaamm  BBuuffffeerr  DDeessttrruuccttiioonn
The conservation community put up an intense

fight against SSBB  551100.  Senator Chip Pearson intro-
duced the bill early in the session.  The bill affected
150-foot stream buffers that protect streams within
seven miles upstream from a drinking water reservoir.
The bill provided for a variance process, to be man-
aged by EPD, which would allow intrusion into those
buffers.  Additionally, the bill would have allowed an
exemption from the buffer requirement for a single
dwelling on a 2-acre or larger tract, allowing homes
and accompanying structures to be built within the
stream buffer without requiring a variance process.
The bill failed 30-139.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..  

EEnnccoouurraaggiinngg  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  NNuucclleeaarr  PPllaannttss
HHRR  11336655, a resolution by Representative Bob

Smith, urged electric utilities to consider building new
nuclear power plants in Georgia and the Public
Service Commission to take appropriate steps to
encourage this policy.  This resolution passed the
House 118-32.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  rreessoolluuttiioonn..  
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Votes
HOUSE

+ Pro-Conservation
- Anti-Conservation
NV Absent/Not Voting
Blank No Score/Not in Office

2005 2006 

Representative Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

RRoobbeerrttaa  AAbbdduull--SSaallaaaamm D 74 110000 + + + + NV NV + NV

AAmmooss  AAmmeerrssoonn R 9 5500 + - + + + - - -

AAllbbeerrttaa  AAnnddeerrssoonn D 123 110000 + + + + + NV + +

KKaatthhyy  AAsshhee D 56 110000 + + + + + + + +

TTeerrrryy  BBaarrnnaarrdd R 166 3388 - - + + - - + -

MMiikkee  BBaarrnneess D 78 4400 - - + NV NV - + NV

TTiimmootthhyy  BBeeaarrddeenn R 68 7755 + + + + - + + -

SShhaarroonn  BBeeaasslleeyy--TTeeaagguuee D 65 110000 NV + + NV + NV + +

SStteepphhaanniiee  BBeennffiieelldd D 85 110000 + + + NV + NV + +

TThhoommaass  BBeennttoonn R 31 5500 - - + + + - + -

EElllliiss  BBllaacckk D 174 5500 - + + + - - - +

TToomm  BBoorrddeeaauuxx D 162 110000 + + + + + + + +

RRoonn  BBoorrddeerrss D 175 5577 - NV + + + - + -

BBeenn  BBrriiddggeess R 10 2255 - - + + - - - -

TTyyrroonnee  BBrrooookkss D 63 110000 + + + + + + + +

JJeeffff  BBrroowwnn R 69 3388 - - + + - - + -

RRooggeerr  BBrruuccee D 64 110000 + + + + + + + NV

BBoobb  BBrryyaanntt D 160 7755 + - + + + - + +

DDeebbbbiiee  BBuucckknneerr D 130 8888 + + + + + - + +

GGaaiill  BBuucckknneerr D 76 7711 + - + + + - + NV

MMaarrkk  BBuurrkkhhaalltteerr R 50 4400 NV - + + - NV NV -

SSuuee  BBuurrmmeeiisstteerr R 119 3388 - - + + - - + -

JJoonn  BBuurrnnss R 157 5500 + - + + - - + -

MMaarrkk  BBuuttlleerr R 18 5500 - - + + + - + -

CChhaarrlliiccee  BByyrrdd R 20 7711 + - + + + + NV -

BBuuddddyy  CCaarrtteerr R 159 3388 + - + + - - - -

DDaavviidd  CCaassaass R 103 5500 - - + + + - + -

JJiillll  CChhaammbbeerrss R 81 5577 - - + + + NV + -

MMiicckkeeyy  CChhaannnneellll D 116 5500 + - + + - - + -

MMiikkee  CChheeookkaass D 134 4433 - - + + NV - + -

MMiikkee  CCooaann R 101 3333 NV - + + - - NV -

JJaammeess  CCoollee R 125 3388 - - + + - - + -

BBrrooookkss  CCoolleemmaann R 97 4433 - - + + + - NV -

TTeerrrryy  CCoolleemmaann D 144 6600 NV - + NV + - + NV

SShhaarroonn  CCooooppeerr R 41 6633 - + + + + - + -

CCllaayy  CCooxx R 102 3388 - - + + - - + -
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2005 2006 

Representative Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

MMaacckk  CCrraawwffoorrdd R 127 6633 - + + + - + + -

BBiillll  CCuummmmiinnggss D 16 5500 - - + + NV - + NV

SStteevvee  DDaavviiss R 109 3388 - - + + - + - -

BBuurrkkee  DDaayy R 163 5500 - - + + + - + -

DDoouuggllaass  DDeeaann D 59 8866 NV + + + + - + +

TToomm  DDiicckkssoonn R 6 3388 - - + + - - + -

RRoonn  DDooddssoonn D 75 3333 - - + + NV - - NV

MMaatttt  DDoollllaarr R 45 5577 + - + + NV - + -

KKaarrllaa  DDrreennnneerr D 86 8833 + + + NV + - + NV

WWiinnffrreedd  DDuukkeess D 150 8866 + + + + + - + NV

EEaarrll  EEhhrrhhaarrtt R 36 3388 - - + + - - + -

TTeerrrryy  EEnnggllaanndd R 108 3388 - - + + - - + -

CCaarrll  vvoonn  EEppppss D 128 7755 + - + + + - + +

MMeellvviinn  EEvveerrssoonn  ** R 106 4400 + - - + -

BBaarrrryy  FFlleemmiinngg R 117 3388 - - + + - - + -

HHuugghh  FFllooyydd D 99 5577 - - + + + - + NV

JJoohhnnnnyy  FFllooyydd D 147 4433 - - + + - NV + -

VViirrggiill  FFlluudddd D 66 7755 + + + + + - + -

RRoonnaalldd  FFoorrsstteerr R 3 2255 - - + + - - - -

BBoobbbbyy  FFrraannkklliinn R 43 2255 - - + + - - - -

AAlllleenn  FFrreeeemmaann R 140 5500 NV - + + NV - + -

PPaatt  GGaarrddnneerr D 57 110000 + + + + + + + NV

HHaarrrryy  GGeeiissiinnggeerr R 48 5577 + - + + NV - + -

RRiicchh  GGoolliicckk R 34 7755 + - + + + + + -

DDaavviidd  GGrraavveess R 137 2255 - - + + - - - -

TToomm  GGrraavveess R 12 2255 - - + + - - - -

GGeerraalldd  GGrreeeennee D 149 4433 - - NV + + - + -

BBoobb  HHaannnneerr D 148 5500 - - + + + - + -

BBeenn  HHaarrbbiinn R 118 5500 NV - + + - NV + -

MMaarrkk  HHaattffiieelldd R 177 8888 + + + + + + + -

JJoohhnn  HHeeaarrdd R 104 2299 - - NV + - - + -

KKeeiitthh  HHeeaarrdd D 114 6633 + - + + + - + -

JJooee  HHeecckkssttaallll D 62 8888 + - + + + + + +

BBiillll  HHeemmbbrreeee R 67 3388 - - + + - - + -

MMiicchheellee  HHeennssoonn D 87 8866 + + + + + - + NV

JJ..  CCaallvviinn  HHiillll R 21 6633 + - + + + + - -

Absenses and abstentions have no
negative effect on scores.

** Phyllis Miller of District 106 left office after the 2005 Session;
Melvin Everson became Representative of District 106.



Votes
HOUSE

+ Pro-Conservation
- Anti-Conservation
NV Absent/Not Voting
Blank No Score/Not in Office

2005 2006 

Representative Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

CCeecciillyy  HHiillll R 180 3388 - - + + - - + -

BBoobb  HHoollmmeess D 61 110000 + + + NV + + + +

DDoouugg  HHoolltt R 112 5577 - - + + NV + + -

BBiillllyy  HHoorrnnee R 71 3388 - - + + - - + -

PPeennnnyy  HHoouussttoonn R 170 7755 + - + + + + + -

HHeennrryy  HHoowwaarrdd D 121 7755 + - + + + - + +

SSiissttiiee  HHuuddssoonn D 124 6677 + NV + NV + - + -

CCaarroollyynn  HHuugglleeyy D 133 8888 + + + + + - + +

LLeesstteerr  JJaacckkssoonn D 161 8866 + + + NV + - + +

MMiikkee  JJaaccoobbss D 80 110000 + + + + + + + +

LLyynnmmoorree  JJaammeess D 135 6633 + - + + + - + -

JJeeaanneettttee  JJaammiieessoonn D 28 8888 + - + + + + + +

CChhaarrlleess  JJeennkkiinnss D 8 4433 - NV + + + - - -

PPaauull  JJeennnniinnggss R 82 8800 NV NV NV + + + + -

TTeerrrryy  JJoohhnnssoonn D 37 8833 - + + + + NV + NV

JJaann  JJoonneess R 46 4400 NV - + + NV - NV -

SShheeiillaa  JJoonneess D 44 110000 + + + + + + + +

DDaarrrryyll  JJoorrddaann D 77 110000 + + + NV + + + NV

JJeerrrryy  KKeeeenn R 179 2299 - - + + - - NV -

MMiikkee  KKeeoowwnn R 173 5500 - - + + + - + -

JJaannee  KKiidddd D 115 7755 + - + + + - + +

DDaavviidd  KKnniigghhtt R 126 3388 - - + + - - + -

TToomm  KKnnooxx R 24 5500 - - + + - + + -

DDaann  LLaakkllyy R 72 5577 - - + + - + + NV

BBoobb  LLaannee R 158 5500 + - + + - - + -

RRooggeerr  LLaannee R 167 5577 - - + + + NV + -

JJeeffff  LLeewwiiss R 15 2255 - - + + - - - -

EEddwwaarrdd  LLiinnddsseeyy R 54 6633 + - + + + - + -

JJiimmmmyy  LLoorrdd D 142 5500 - - + + - - + +

BBaarrrryy  LLoouuddeerrmmiillkk R 14 2255 - - + + - - - -

DDaavviidd  LLuuccaass D 139 6677 + NV + NV + - + -

JJoohhnn  LLuunnssffoorrdd R 110 2299 NV - + + - - - -

EEuuggeennee  MMaaddddooxx R 172 2255 - - + + - - - -

RRaannddaall  MMaanngghhaamm D 94 110000 + + + + + + + NV

JJuuddyy  MMaannnniinngg R 32 5500 - - + + - + + -

PPeeddrroo  MMaarriinn D 96 5577 + - + + NV - + -
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2005 2006 

Representative Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

CChhuucckk  MMaarrttiinn R 47 5500 + - + + - - + -

HHoowwaarrdd  MMaaxxwweellll R 17 2299 - - + + - - NV -

JJeeffff  MMaayy R 111 2255 - - + + - - - -

TToomm  MMccCCaallll R 30 2299 - - + + - - - NV

JJooAAnnnn  MMccCClliinnttoonn D 84 110000 + NV NV NV NV NV NV NV

JJoohhnn  MMeeaaddoowwss R 5 5577 - - + NV + + + -

FFrraann  MMiillllaarr R 79 6600 - - + + NV NV + NV

PPhhyylllliiss  MMiilllleerr  ** R 106 6677 + - +

JJaammeess  MMiillllss R 25 4433 NV - + + - - + -

BBiillllyy  MMiittcchheellll D 88 8833 + + + NV NV - + +

AAlliisshhaa  MMoorrggaann D 39 110000 + + + + + + + NV

GGrreegg  MMoorrrriiss D 155 2299 - - + + - - - NV

HHoowwaarrdd  MMoossbbyy D 90 8866 + + + + + - + NV

HHiinnssoonn  MMoosslleeyy R 178 5500 - + + + - - + -

RRoobbeerrtt  MMuummffoorrdd R 95 8833 + - + + + NV + NV

JJaacckk  MMuurrpphhyy R 23 2299 - - + NV - + - -

QQuuiinnccyy  MMuurrpphhyy D 120 6633 + - + + + - + -

JJaayy  NNeeaall R 1 1177 NV - + NV - - - -

MMaarryy  MMaarrggaarreett  OOlliivveerr D 83 110000 + + + + + + + +

LLaarrrryy  OO’’NNeeaall R 146 5500 NV NV + + - - + -

NNaann  OOrrrroocckk D 58 110000 + + + + + + + +

BBoobbbbyy  PPaarrhhaamm D 141 6677 - - + + + NV + NV

LLaarrrryy  PPaarrrriisshh D 156 5500 - - + + + - + -

DDoonn  PPaarrssoonnss R 42 3388 - - + + - - + -

DDuuBBoossee  PPoorrtteerr D 143 7755 + + + + + - + -

AAllaann  PPoowweellll D 29 6633 - + + + + - + -

DDaavviidd  RRaallssttoonn R 7 3388 + - + + - - - -

NNiikkkkii  RRaannddaallll D 138 8888 + + + + + - + +

RRoobbeerrtt  RRaayy D 136 4433 - + + NV - - + -

BBaarrbbaarraa  RReeeeccee D 11 5577 - + + NV + - + -

SSttaacceeyy  RReeeeccee R 27 2255 - - + + - - - -

BBoobbbbyy  RReeeessee R 98 3388 - - + + - - + -

TToomm  RRiiccee R 51 4433 - - + + + - NV -

GGlleennnn  RRiicchhaarrddssoonn R 19 ---- NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV

JJaayy  RRoobbeerrttss R 154 2255 - - + + - - - -

CCaarrll  RRooggeerrss R 26 3388 - - + + + - - -

Absenses and abstentions have no
negative effect on scores.

** Phyllis Miller of District 106 left office after the 2005 Session;
Melvin Everson became Representative of District 106.



2005 2006 

Representative Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

RRiicchhaarrdd  RRooyyaall D 171 3388 - - + + - - + -

EEdd  RRyynnddeerrss R 152 5577 - + + + - NV + -

RRoonn  SSaaiilloorr D 93 8888 + + + + + - + +

CChhuucckk  SScchheeiidd R 22 5500 - NV + + - - + NV

AAuussttiinn  SSccootttt R 153 5500 + - + + - - + -

MMaarrttiinn  SSccootttt R 2 2255 - - + + - - - -

EEdd  SSeettzzlleerr R 35 3333 - - + NV NV - + -

JJaayy  SShhaaww D 176 5577 - NV + + + - + -

DDoonnnnaa  SShheellddoonn R 105 4433 - - + + - NV + -

CChhuucckk  SSiimmss R 169 5500 + - + + - - + -

FFrreeddddiiee  SSiimmss D 151 7755 + + + + + - + -

GGeeoorrggaannnnaa  SSiinnkkffiieelldd D 60 110000 + + + NV + + + +

BBoobb  SSmmiitthh R 113 2255 - - + + - - - -

LLyynnnn  SSmmiitthh R 70 3388 - - + + - - + -

PPaauull  SSmmiitthh D 13 4433 - - NV + + - + -

RRiicchhaarrdd  SSmmiitthh R 129 2255 - - + + - - - -

TToommmmyy  SSmmiitthh R 131 3388 - - + + - - + -

VVaannccyy  SSmmiitthh R 168 2255 - - + + - - - -

CCaallvviinn  SSmmyyrree D 132 6677 + - + + + - NV NV

LLaaNNeetttt  SSttaannlleeyy--TTuurrnneerr D 53 8866 + + + NV + - + +

RRoonn  SStteepphheennss R 164 2255 - - + + - - - -

PPaamm  SStteepphheennssoonn D 92 8833 + + + NV + - + NV

WWiilllliiee  TTaallttoonn R 145 5500 - - + + - + + -

RRoobb  TTeeiillhheett D 40 110000 + + + + + + + +

BBrriiaann  TThhoommaass D 100 110000 + + + + + NV + NV

AAbbllee  MMaabbllee  TThhoommaass D 55 110000 + + + NV + + + +

SStteevvee  TTuummlliinn R 38 6633 - + + + + - + -

LLeenn  WWaallkkeerr R 107 7711 + - + + + NV + -

PPeettee  WWaarrrreenn D 122 7711 + - + + + NV + -

SSttaann  WWaattssoonn D 91 8866 + + + NV + - + +

JJooee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn R 52 7711 + - + + + NV + -

WWeennddeellll  WWiillllaarrdd R 49 5577 - - + + + NV + -

AAll  WWiilllliiaammss D 165 7755 + - + + + - + +

CCooaacchh  WWiilllliiaammss D 89 110000 + + + + + + + NV

RRooggeerr  WWiilllliiaammss R 4 5500 - - + + - + + -

DDoonn  WWiixx D 33 5500 - + + + - - + -

JJoohhnn  YYaatteess R 73 5500 - - + + - + + -

Votes
HOUSE

+ Pro-Conservation
- Anti-Conservation
NV Absent/Not Voting
Blank No Score/Not in Office
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LLaannddffiillllss  aanndd  SSoolliidd  WWaassttee
Senator Jim Whitehead introduced SSBB  112222,, a

lengthy bill to renew the state’s basic solid waste
laws. The Senate Natural Resources Committee
amended the bill to change provisions relating to lim-
its on the number of solid waste facilities within a
given area.  While the amended bill that came out of
committee would have allowed an unlimited number
of landfills in a central location, the Zamarripa
amendment presented on the Senate floor aimed to
maintain the existing regulation regarding the number
of landfills that could be in a single location.  The
Zamarripa amendment failed 21-32.  The bill, howev-
er, passed both the Senate and the House.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ZZaammaarrrriippaa
aammeennddmmeenntt..    

SSttaayy  RRuullee
SSBB  119900  dealt with third party petitions against

permits granted by the Environmental Protection
Division.  Introduced by Senator Ross Tolleson, the bill
denies a third party the right to appeal permits that
have been granted.  The bill further states that the fil-
ing of a petition will not result in a permit delay except
under certain rare circumstances.  The bill passed the
Senate 32-30.  The bill later passed the House.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  iinn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..

FFlleexx  LLaanneess
HHBB  227733, introduced by Representative John

Lunsford, authorized the Department of
Transportation to create “FlexAuto lanes.” These lanes
would be areas designated as special lanes of travel
created by converting emergency lane and hard
shoulder areas on the left or right side of an inter-
state highway or other road into a rush hour traffic
lane for use by automobiles only during certain hours.
This bill passed the Senate 34-15.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..  

RReeddeeffiinnee  EEmmiinneenntt  DDoommaaiinn
SSBB  8866, introduced by Senator Jeff Chapman,

prohibited taking private property for the purpose of
conveying it to another private party. It further prohib-
ited condemning land “for the purpose of improving
the tax base, or for the purpose of economic develop-
ment.” As rarely happens, this legislation provided for
protection of property and the environment over eco-
nomic development.  SB 86 passed the Senate with a
vote of 40-10 but failed to reach the House floor for a
vote.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..    

AAggrriiccuullttuurraall  FFaacciilliittiieess  NNuuiissaanncceess
Senator Casey Cagle introduced SSBB  2266 to limit

the circumstances under which property owners can
file a nuisance complaint against agricultural facilities
and operations or agricultural support facilities,
including meat and poultry rendering facilities.
Senator Ross Tolleson’s proposed amendment
removed the exemption of meat and poultry rendering
facilities, thereby maintaining existing protection to
property owners to file nuisance claims against these

Senate
VOTES INTRO
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facilities.  The amendment failed 15-37.  It passed the
Senate but did not reach the House floor for a vote.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  aammeenndd--
mmeenntt  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  eexxiissttiinngg  nnuuiissaannccee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt
rreennddeerriinngg  ffaacciilliittiieess..  

CCoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  FFuunnddiinngg  ffoorr  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn
Introduced by Senator Mitch Seabaugh, SSBB  44

allocated funds collected from a levied gas tax among
Congressional Districts to be used for transportation
funding.  This bill passed the Senate 42-9 and went
on to pass the House.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..

GGeeoorrggiiaa  LLaanndd  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  PPllaann
The Land Conservation Plan, HHBB  9988, was intro-

duced by Representative Rich Golick in a multi-tiered
approach to conserve greenspace in Georgia.  The act
provided for the creation of the Georgia Land
Conservation Council, the Georgia Land Conservation
Trust Fund, and the Georgia Land Conservation
Revolving Loan Fund.  HB 98 passed the Senate easi-
ly, 52-2.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..    

BBiiooddiieesseell  BBlleennddss  ffoorr  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  VVeehhiicclleess
SSBB  445533  was introduced by Senator Brian Kemp

and would have required at least 2% of the total vol-
ume of fuel purchased by school districts, counties,
municipalities, or government authorities to be
biodiesal by January 1, 2008.  SB 453 passed the
Senate 52-4 but never had a floor vote in the House.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..    

GGeeoorrggiiaa  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  TTaaxx  CCrreeddiitt
HHBB  11110077, widely known as the Land

Conservation Tax Credit, was introduced by
Representative Jay Roberts.  This popular bill, one of
four bills on GCV’s legislative agenda, was written in
accordance with the Land Conservation Act (HB 98)
from 2005.  The Conservation Tax Credit provided for

a 25% state income tax credit, up to $250,000 for
individuals and $500,000 for corporations, who place
their land in a permanent conservation easement or a
qualified donation to state, county or municipal gov-
ernments, or a charitable nonprofit organization.  This
bill passed the Senate unanimously, 49-0.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..

EEnnccoouurraaggiinngg  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  NNuucclleeaarr  PPllaannttss
SSRR  886655, by Senator Mitch Seabaugh, urged elec-

tric utilities to consider building new nuclear power
plants in Georgia and the Public Service Commission
to take appropriate steps to encourage this policy.
This resolution passed the Senate 43-6.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  rreessoolluuttiioonn..    

SSttrreeaamm  BBuuffffeerr  DDeessttrruuccttiioonn
SSBB  551100 was a bill that was fought hard by the

conservation community.  It was introduced early in
the session by Senator Chip Pearson, and related to
150-foot stream buffers that protect streams within

Senate
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seven miles upstream from a drinking water 
reservoir.  The bill provided for a variance process, to
be managed by EPD, which would allow intrusion into
those buffers.  Additionally, the bill would have
allowed an exemption from the buffer requirement for
a single dwelling on a 2-acre or larger tract, allowing
homes and accompanying structures to be built within
the stream buffer without and variance process being
required.  SB 510 passed the Senate 33-16 but failed
in the House.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..  

PPrreeffeerreennttiiaall  TTaaxxeess  ffoorr  CCoonnsseerrvveedd  LLaanndd
SSBB  660044, introduced by Senator Seth Harp, relat-

ed to current use assessment for bona fide conserva-
tion use property.  Namely, it allowed stream buffers
adjacent to rivers, reservoirs or streams which remain
in the natural, undisturbed state of vegetation to be
included in the current use assessment program,
through which property taxes are levied at a much-
reduced rate.  This bill slid by in the Senate, 49-0.  It
did not, however, reach the floor of the House for a
vote.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..    

MMeerrccuurryy  SSwwiittcchheess
This bill, SSBB  555500, was introduced by Senator

Don Thomas and provided for the reduction of mercu-
ry in the environment through two methods.  One
method required the collection and recovery of mer-
cury switches that are found in junked vehicles.  The
other method provided for a mercury minimization
plan.  The amendment in question removed the boun-
ty/incentive for the steel recyclers to remove the
switches. With the amendment, the bill would
instead make it a misdemeanor not to remove the
switches and would require a certificate to accompa-
ny each junked car stating the switches had been
removed. Concerns with this included that voluntary
programs do not work as well as incentive-based pro-
grams. And of course, there is no way to enforce the
removal of the switches.  The amendment to SB 550

barely passed 25-24.  The bill then passed the
Senate but did not make it to the House floor for a
vote.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  aammeennddmmeenntt
ttoo  gguutt  tthhee  bbiillll..  

TTaaxx  CCrreeddiitt  ffoorr  TTeelleewwoorrkkiinngg
HHBB  119944  was popularly known as the Telework

Tax Credit, remaining from last session, and had been
held over since 2005.  Introduced by Representative
Chuck Martin, this tax credit would be presented to a
business, at up to $1200 per participating employee,
to help placate the cost of creating a telework office
for said employee.  The bills intends to offer a non-tra-
ditional method of coping with traffic.  Customary
methods to deal with traffic include highly intensive
and expensive strategies, like building and widening
roads, that ultimately address a 3-hour issue 24-
hours a day.  The Telework Tax Credit, however, more
suitable and cost-efficiently addresses the 3-hour
issue of the number of commuters on the road during
peak hours.  This bill passed the Senate 46-2.
YYEESS  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ooff
tthhiiss  bbiillll..

TThhee  LLiitttteerr  BBiillll
HHBB  11332200, by Representative Lynn Smith, was

entitled the “Comprehensive Litter Prevention and
Abatement Act of 2006” and provided increased defi-
nition of littering, infractions, enforcement responsibil-
ity, and penalty.  The bill consolidated statutes that
made enforcement confusing and difficult.   It also
offered provisions on the dumping of different types
of material, including “egregious” waste (solid and
hazardous waste), and on dumping or littering in
Georgia’s waterways.  The amendment in question
weakended the bill by striking a provision pertaining
to the criminality of dumping egregious litter and
removing penalities of littering from commerical or
agricultural vehicles.  The amendment passed 32-21.
HB 1320 then passed the Senate.
NNOO  wwaass  tthhee  pprroo--ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  vvoottee  oonn  tthhiiss  aammeennddmmeenntt
ttoo  wweeaakkeenn  tthhee  bbiillll..
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Senator Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
DDaavviidd  AAddeellmmaann D 42 110000 + + + + NV + + + + NV + NV NV + +
DDoonn  BBaallffoouurr R 9 5544 - NV - + - + + + + - - + - NV +
RRoobbeerrtt  BBrroowwnn D 26 9922 + + + + + - + + NV + + + + NV +
JJoohhnn  BBuulllloocchh R 11 4422 NV - - NV - - + + + - NV + - + -
GGlloorriiaa  BBuuttlleerr D 55 8800 + + + + - + + + + - + + + - +
CCaasseeyy  CCaaggllee R 49 5500 - - - NV - + + + + - - + + + -
JJoosseepphh  CCaarrtteerr R 13 3366 - - - + - - + + + - - NV - + -
RRoonnnniiee  CChhaannccee R 16 5500 - - - + - + + + + - - + - + -
JJeeffff  CChhaappmmaann R 3 5544 + - NV + - + + - + - - + NV + -
JJoohhnn  DDoouuggllaass R 17 5533 - - - + - + + + + - - + + + -
VViinncceenntt  FFoorrtt D 39 9922 + + + - + + + + NV + NV + + + +
GGrreegg  GGooggggaannss R 7 5500 - - - + - + + + + NV - + - + -
TTiimm  GGoollddeenn D 8 6644 + - + + + NV + + + - - + - + -
JJoohhnn  GGrraanntt R 25 5544 - + - + + - + + NV NV - + - + -
BBiillll  HHaammrriicckk R 30 6677 - + NV + - + + + + - - + + NV NV
EEdd  HHaarrbbiissoonn D 15 7799 + + - - + + + + + NV + + - + +
SSeetthh  HHaarrpp R 29 7733 - + - + + + + + + - + + - + +
BBiillll  HHeeaatthh R 31 5500 - - - + NV + + + + - - + - + -
SStteevvee  HHeennssoonn D 41 8800 + + - + - + + + + - + + + + +
JJaacckk  HHiillll R 4 5500 - + NV - - - + + + - - + NV NV +
JJuuddssoonn  HHiillll R 32 5533 - - - + - + + + + - - + - + +
GGeeoorrggee  HHooookkss D 14 4466 NV - + - + - + + NV - - + - + -
RRaallpphh  HHuuddggeennss R 47 5544 - - NV + - + + + + - NV + - + -
EErriicc  JJoohhnnssoonn R 1 4455 - - - + NV + + - + NV - + NV NV -
EEmmaannuueell  JJoonneess D 10 7777 + NV - + + + + + + - NV + - + +
BBrriiaann  KKeemmpp R 46 4477 - + - + - - + + + - - + - + -
MMiicchhaaeell  MMBBrreemmeenn D 12 5533 + - + - - - + + + - + + - + -
SStteeeenn  MMiilleess D 43 7799 + + - NV + + + + + - + + + + -
DDaann  MMooooddyy R 56 6600 - + - + - + + + + - + + - + -

2006 2005

Votes
SENATE

+ Pro-Conservation
- Anti-Conservation
NV Absent/Not Voting
Blank No Score/Not in Office
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Senator Party District %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
JJeeffff  MMuulllliiss R 53 4433 - - - - - + + + + - - NV + + -
CChhiipp  PPeeaarrssoonn R 54 5533 - - - + - + + + + - - + + + -
JJ..BB..  PPoowweellll D 23 4433 - - - + - - NV + + - - + + + -
KKaassiimm  RReeeedd D 35 8877 + + - + - + + + + + + + + + +
CChhiipp  RRooggeerrss R 21 5577 - - - + - + + + + - NV + - + +
NNaannccyy  SScchhaaeeffeerr R 50 5500 - - + + - NV + + + - - + - + -
MMiittcchh  SSeeaabbaauugghh R 26 5500 - NV - + - + + - + - - + + + -
VVaalleenncciiaa  SSeeaayy D 34 8866 + - + + + NV + + + - + + + + +
DDaavviidd  SShhaaffeerr R 48 5577 - NV - + - + + + + - - + + + -
PPrreessttoonn  SSmmiitthh R 52 4466 - - - NV - + + + + - - NV - + +
TTeerrrreellll  SSttaarrrr D 44 3388 + - NV + - NV NV + NV - - NV NV NV -
CCeecciill  SSttaattoonn R 18 5533 - - - + - + + + + - - + + + -
BBiillll  SStteepphheennss R 27 5500 - - NV + - + + + + - - + - + -
DDoouugg  SSttoonneerr D 6 7755 + + + - NV + + + + - + NV - NV +
EEdd  TTaarrvveerr** D 22 5500 + + - - + - + -
HHoorraacceennaa  TTaattee D 38 9933 + + + - + + + + NV + + + + + +
RReeggiinnaa  TThhoommaass D 2 6600 + + + + - - - + + - + + + - -
DDoonn  TThhoommaass R 54 5577 - - - NV - + + + + + - + + + -
CCuurrtt  TThhoommppssoonn D 5 9922 + + + - + + + + + NV + NV NV + +
SStteevvee  TThhoommppssoonn D 33 5544 + - + - - - - + + NV NV + + + -
RRoossss  TToolllleessoonn R 20 5588 NV - NV NV + + + - + - - + - + +
RReenneeee  UUnntteerrmmaann R 45 6644 - - - + + + + + + - NV + - + +
CChhaarrlleess  WWaallkkeerr** D 22 7711 + + - + - + +
DDaann  WWeebbeerr R 40 5500 - - - + - + + + NV - - + + NV NV
JJiimm  WWhhiitteehheeaadd R 24 5533 - - - + - + + + + - - + + + -
JJoohhnn  WWiilleess R 37 4477 - - - + - + + + + - - + - + -
TToommmmiiee  WWiilllliiaammss R 19 5577 - - - + - + + + + - - + + + NV
SSaamm  ZZaammaarrrriippaa D 36 110000 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Absenses and abstentions have no
negative effect on scores.

** Ed Tarver of District 22 left office after the 2005 Session;
Charles Walker became Senator of District 22.



Get Involved
HOW TO 

If your legislator scored well, thank them. If they scored poorly, express your con-
cern.  Find out who represents you at
www.gavoters.com/gcvlegislativeagenda.html.

Join the Georgia Environmental Action Network to receive action alerts on
Georgia’s most pressing environmental issues.  Join us in making your voice
heard.

Join and Volunteer with Georgia Conservation Voters. Visit our website at
www.gavoters.com/volunteers.html to volunteer with GCV and help us elect a
Legislature that will put Georgians first.

Vote for pro-environmental candidates at the local, state, and federal level.  Look
to our website, www.gavoters.com, for GCV-endorsed candidates.


